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on the average, the same throughout all ranks; it seems
to us clear that if the rich, when they have the opportu-
nity, make laws which unduly favour themselves, it must
be concluded that the poor, if their power was in excess,
would do the like in similar ways and to a similar extent.
Without believing that they would knowingly enact in-
justice, we believe that they would be unconsciously
biased by personal considerations, and that our legislation
would err as much in a new direction as it has hitherto
done in the old.

This abstract conclusion we shall find confirmed on
contemplating the feelings and opinions current among
artisans and labourers. What the working classes now
wish done, indicates what they would be likely to do, if a
reform in the representation made them preponderate.
Judging from their prevailing sentiments, they would
doubtless do, or aid in doing, many things which it is de-
sirable to have done. Such a question as that of Church-
rates would have been settled long ago had the franchise
been wider. Any great increase of popular influence,
would go far to rectify the present inequitable relation of
the established religious sect to the rest of the community.
And various other remnants of class-legislation would
soon be swept away. But besides ideas likely to eventu-
ate in changes which we should regard as beneficial, the
working classes entertain ideas that could not be realized
without gross injustice to other classes and ultimate injury
to themselves. There is among them a prevailing enmity
towards capitalists. The fallacy that machinery acts to
their damage, is still widely spread, both among rural la-
bourers and the inhabitants of towns. And they show a
wish, not only to dictate how long per day men shall
work, but to regulate all the relations between employers
and employed. Let us briefly consider the evidence of
this.